Joyce Marxer,

St. Matthew'’s teacher
(photo from 1981-82

school yearbook).
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FROM ST. MATTHEW

The community of St. Matthew exists in the world as a visible expression of God'’s love

Joyce Marxer Celebrates 30 Years
Teaching at St. Matthew’s School

n 1977, Fran Tarkenton was quarterback for
the Vikings, Eagan had more farmers than

strip malls and Joyce Marxer began teaching
at St. Matthew’s School. Of course, she wasn’t
Joyce Marxer when she started. She was Joyce
Menden and she’d just moved to St. Paul from
Buffalo, MN to become the new Jr. High math
teacher.

Thirty years and hundreds of students
later, Joyce Marxer is still teaching students at
St. Matthew’s. The years have brought many
changes for her personally including
marriage, motherhood, and a successful battle
with cancer. She’s seen lots of changes in
education, too. Today, her presence is a living
example of St. Matthew’s commitment to
providing a high quality Catholic education
to all families who want it.

Joyce Menden Marxer came to
St. Matthew’s by chance. She had decided to
change jobs and St. Matthew’s was looking
for a 7th & 8th grade math teacher. She met
her future husband the following year. Joe
Marxer, who grew up on the West Side, was
playing in a band at St. Matthew’s Fall
Festival when a mutual friend introduced
them. They got married in 1979 and children
quickly followed.

The Marxer’s have two children. Jeff
was born in ‘80 and Jill in “82. The children
were just 4 and 2 years old respectively when
Joyce was diagnosed with ovarian cancer. The
options for treatment were not good and the
doctors didn’t expect her to survive.

She spent 1'/2 years fighting the disease
which included two surgeries, 15 months of
weekly chemotherapy and 3 months of daily

radiation treatments. Joyce continued to
teach through all of it. At that time,
chemotherapy required an overnight stay
at the hospital. So Joyce would teach on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, go to the
hospital for treatment on Thursday and
Friday, and spend the weekend recovering.
Then back to school on Monday. Family
helped out with the children and she beat
the odds by surviving the cancer.

7th & 8th Grades Move to Brady
Joyce had recovered from cancer in
time to deal with some changes that occurred
at school. In 1987 the 7th and 8th grades
were moved to Brady High School. Joyce
began teaching 6th grade and did so until

Continued on page 5
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St. Matthew's Shool
Open House

Sunday, January 27th from
11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

See story on page 4.
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MESSAGE FROM father steve

ach year at the end of January Catholic Schools throughout the nation
celebrate “Catholic Schools Week”. This offers us an opportunity to “show
our wares” and tell our story.

The face of the Catholic Church in the United States, and to a degree the face
of our nation, carries the imprint of Catholic Schools. We would be a far different
church if it were not for the system of Catholic education that supported immigrant

families of the 1800's and 1900's as they sought to make their way in the New

Fr. Steve's homilies are World.
available on-line at
www.st-matts.org

Our schools — elementary, secondary and higher education — were by and large
“sisters’ schools” and “brothers’ schools”. It would be hard to over estimate the

contribution of these tens of thousands of men and women religious in shaping the
US Catholic church.

The same is true of Saint Matt's — established 120 years ago — 1887 by the School
Sisters of Notre Dame. The face of Saint Matthew has changed with each generation
— what has stayed the same over the generations is a school dedicated to excellence
in education and the support of families.

| began my journey in Catholic education 60 years ago — at the age of 5.
| entered kindergarten, and from that day in September 1947 there has not been a
single day in my life when | have not either been a student in a Catholic school, a
teacher in a Catholic school or a pastor responsible for a local Catholic elementary or
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with us. Bring a family with children to the Open
House and help share the long tradition of
Catholic education on the West Side. It's a tradition
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Letter received from a friend
of St. Matthew’s Parish.






