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Fr. Steve’s homilies are
available on-line at
www.st-matts.org
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Helping Our Alumni

“Making your way in the world today
Takes everything you‘ve got.

Taking a break from all your worries
Sure would help a lot.”

“Where Everybody Knows Your Name”
became the theme song for “Cheers” in August
of 1982 and for twenty-seven years has been part
of the daily re-run schedule.

The show is about community, a place that is
“home”, a place where it is more or less safe to
be yourself; a place in which people look out for

each other.

St. Matthew’s School was for many people that
kind of place. | hear stories almost daily from
alums who speak with nostalgia about the events
and times of their student days.

Even though students graduate and many
leave the area to further their education or enter
into the adult work world, St. Matthew's remains a
kind of “home."”

Every month, someone calls from near or far

to ask if their new born could be baptized at

St. Matt's. The caller is not currently a member of
the parish but he/she says: “I was baptized at

St. Matt's,” or “l graduated from St. Matt's
School.” The same kind of phone call comes from
those seeking to enter marriage. And many times
a call comes at the time of death to arrange for a
funeral and the caller will say “He has not been a

member of the parish for a long, long time, but he

went to St. Matthew’s School.”

Over the years and over hundreds and
thousands of miles, St. Matt's remains a place
where many remember a time and space,
“Where everybody knows your name.”

This issue contains many names of alums for
whom we do not have a correct listing of name
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Come Home

and address. Can you help us find out where
these alums are today?

If you are in contact with classmates and
friends from your St. Matt's School days, you
probably find a special bond has endured over
many years and many miles. Reunions and
reconnections are like coming back to “Cheers.”

You are always welcome at Saint Matt’s. Many
alums have reconnected with the parish and are
now part of the Saint Matt's community.

“Making your way in the world today
Takes everything you've got.”
You can return to a place called “home.”

You can reconnect where everybody knows
your name.

Yours truly,
Stephen Adrian, Pastor
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Kindergarten Round-Up,
January 28 at 6:30 p.m.

All children attending kindergarten next
year are welcome! Learn more about our
academic goals, religious education and

tuition assistance. For more information

call the office at 651-224-6912.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Can You Help Us Find
Our Missing Alumni?

lumni & Friends (A&F’s) is undertaking a project
Ato track down missing alumni who graduated

from St. Matthew’s School during the years
1961-1980. We're asking for your help to find them.

The more alumni who learn about the great things
happening at their old school, the broader the base of
support for school scholarships. A&F’s commitment to
St. Matthew’s School is long-term, and the more people
we have helping us achieve that goal, the better.

It’s also an opportunity for alumni to reconnect
with their former classmates, parish and neighborhood.
For many people who've been long absent, the chance to
attend a reunion, visit the school, or resume old
friendships, has been an invaluable experience.

1000 Alumni are Missing

During the years 1961-1980, approximately 1640
students graduated from St. Matthew’s. We currently
have about 600 of these people on our mailing list; 30
more are known to be deceased, which leaves about
1000 names.

TIPS FOR FINDING MISSING ALUMNI
It's All in the Family

story

Getting Started
Starting on

page 6 you will find
the names of all the
missing alumni. They are organized alphabetically
under the year they graduated. It’s likely that everyone
on the list of missing graduates is known to one or more
of our readers.

Part of St. Matthew’s Past & Future

Our goal is to find everyone missing from the
alumni lists and give each of them the option to
reconnect with their roots. Not all of them will, but it’s
nice to have the choice. And that’s all we're asking of
you — help us give these missing alumni the chance to
renew ties to their old neighborhood and their former
classmates. Then they can decide for themselves if they
want to be more than just a part of their school’s past by

also contributing to its future.

— Maggie Lee, Editor

The family connection can be a great tool for finding missing alumni. Since families were larger back then
and the kids usually went to the same elementary school, chances are good, if you find one member of
the family, you can get the addresses for everyone. Here are a couple of tips to keep in mind:

1. Check to see if any of your own siblings, nieces, nephews or cousins are on the missing list.

2. Scan the list for family names of people you might know and when you spot a familiar last name,

check the other classes to see if other members of that family are missing from the list.

3. Look in the phone book to find a parent, a graduate or relative with the same last name.
One phone call can result in finding several missing graduates.

How to Submit Names and Addresses:
1. Email to Alumninews@st-matt's.org

2. Mail them in the enclosed envelope

3. Phone them into the parish office at 651-224-9793



It's time
to order your
Girl Scout Cookies!

Watch for St. Matt's
Girl Scouts at the
Coffee Hour after

Sunday Mass or the
Lenten Fish Fries.

Girl Scout Troop 50163:
I-r, troop leader Kristine
(Nielsen) Erickson 80,
Zoila Moreno, Bree
Osborne, Sarah Garcia,
Anna Erickson, Samantha
Plante, Amanda Reding,
Joyce (Heininger)
Osborne '77.

Girl Scouts Committed to Community Service

f you've bought any Girl Scout cookies in recent years at

St. Matthew’s, you’ve probably purchased them from

one of the girls in Troop 50163. They’re an industrious
group of 5th graders, most of whom have been together
since kindergarten. Over the years, they’ve also developed
a strong commitment to community service.

Joyce (Heininger) Osborne ('77) is the troop leader
and she explains the group formed when she couldn’t find
a troop for her then five-year old daughter to join. She
called up her friend, Kristine (Nielsen) Erickson ('80), and
pitched her on the idea. Joyce says, “I talked Kristine into
doing it with me. I said we’d have a small troop and we’d
meet once a month.”

For a small troop that only meets once a month, they
seem to get a lot done. For instance, this Christmas, the
girls sent Spruce tree tops and handmade ornaments
overseas to the troops. Joyce explains that it grew out of a
project they did last year. Joyce, who works at United
Family Medicine, says, “One of our doctors was in Iraq
last year and we thought, let’s send him some cards and
cookies — Christmas stuff. We also sent the top of a tree.
He told us later, the thing the soldiers loved the most was
the pine tree. They said it smelled like home. So this year,
we sent two bundles so 20 people can have their own little
Christmas trees.”

It's just one of the many projects the girls have
undertaken over the years. Joyce says the girls set their
own agenda. Last year, they raised $700 at a holiday
boutique and put all the money towards good causes.
One project was to give a Christmas gift to an elder who
didn’t have any family. With Sr. Anne Becker’s help, they
found someone and assembled a care package. Joyce says,
“The elder wanted to meet the girls, she was a retired
teacher, and the girls had the most wonderful time!”

While the troop puts a lot of effort into a wide range
of community service projects, they also have fun on field
trips that include outdoor activities such as horseback
riding, snowshoeing, and learning how to use a bow
and arrow.

Joyce says, “It gives them confidence. It makes the
next thing they don’t think they can do, easier to try.”

As a group, the girls have become close and have
learned to work well together despite their differences.
For her part, Joyce likes getting to spend time with her
daughter and her friends. She believes Girl Scouts has
really opened some doors for the girls, “They’re doing
things that most of these kids would never have
experienced.” She adds, “When they’re older, they’ll

have some great memories.”
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