














Guest Editorial

“Recession” An Opportunity for Altruism

great many have lost their jobs and some their
z s homes. Others are working fewer hours or have
taken a cut in salary and benefits. Most

retirement savings and investments have also declined
in value.

As a consequence weekend collections here at
St. Matthew’s are running substantially less than budget.
Ramsey County funds for child care have dried up.
And a significant number of families with children in
our school are behind in their tuition payments.

The good news is that the majority of us still
have more than we really need. When others hurt
we are frequently touched at the heart level and offer
our assistance. We refer to this as being altruistic. Jesus
called it the commandment of Loving your neighbor as
yourself.

You and I are the beneficiaries of many who have

gone before — our parents, grandparents, teachers
(like the School Sisters of Notre Dame and Christian

Fall Festival is coming and this year's committee will have something for
all ages. There will be taco’s on Saturday night and a sit down dinner on
Sunday plus games for adults and kids, prizes to win, chances to take,
raffle tickets to sell. We would be delighted to hear from anyone
interested in joining a committee to help with planning or lend a hand

during the festival.

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW
e Start collecting bottle lotto items.

e Collect those baskets you have around the house and use your
imagination to create an interesting package to be sold in the

basket booth.

¢ Dig out an antique treasure to donate to the auction or, if you're handy,

make something yourself.

 Get suggestions from your kids for items they'd enjoy picking up at the

fish pond or cherry tree.

* Ask a business owner you know if they'd be willing to donate an item.

* You can bring your items to the parish center on weekdays or to the

church on weekends.

Fall Festival is coming September 19-20

Brothers), mentors, community leaders, volunteers, etc.
Many altruistic people contributed greatly to the quality
of life we enjoy today. A sound Catholic education was
a strong foundation to our financial success. It is now
our turn to give back for the benefit of new generations.
St. Matthew’s School is anticipating another
increase in enrollment. Alumni & Friends has set a
goal of $150,000 for tuition assistance by September 30.
We need your help to reach that amount. Failing to
provide a quality educational opportunity for the next
generation would be akin to a farmer who eats his seed
corn. Please consider making a significant contribution
to benefit the students of
St. Matthew’s before
September 30.

Alumni & Friends
Reach 75%
of Goal

Amount Raised:
$112,000

- Goal:
el -_.I ) \ . $150’000

— Jerry Sexton ‘44
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EVENTS calendar

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - July 20-24

St. Matthew's parish members are invited to help build a house in Chaska.
Carpools are available and no experience is needed. We are looking for on-site
volunteers, food servers, nurses and site hosts. For those who can’t come,

donations of food or beverages are also welcome. To find out more, contact:
Ginny Roethler 651-222-2867.

PARISH CENTER PAINTING PROJECT - July 30 to August 2
We're looking for volunteers to prep/paint the top floor (Notre Dame formation
community.) For more information, contact the parish office at 651-224-9793.

MEN'S CLUB MONTHLY MEETING - August 12 at 8 p.m. in the Social Hall
Come and find out more about one of the most active groups at St. Matt's.

They do a lot for the parish and school but have fun while they're at it. In August
they'll be sponsoring a Saints game outing. The date will be announced in the
bulletin or you can send your email address to timothy.nowak@usfamily.net.

FEAST OF ASSUMPTION MASS AND PICNIC IN CHEROKEE PARK -
August 14 at 6:15 p.m.

Since the Feast of Assumption falls on a Saturday, this year we'll hold our annual
celebration on Friday. Hot dogs & hamburgers will be provided by the Men’s Club.
Bring a dish to pass and enjoy the evening. In case of rain, mass will be at church.

LABOR DAY MASS - September 7 at 9:00 a.m.

CLASS REUNION FOR '54, '55 & '56 — September 10, 4-8 p.m

at Joseph'’s Grill

This is a well organized group who puts on a great party. For more information,
George Schmid: g.schmid@comcast.net or 651-454-2410.

FALL FESTIVAL - September 19-20

Plans are in the works for this year's Festival and like always, they'll include good
food, fellowship and fun. If you'd like to lend a hand or make a contribution to the
many auctions and sales, call Joan Lannon 651-221-9106 (see pg. 11 for details.)



