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Doug Lieser, St. Matthew’s Director of
Education & Formation, has a message
for anyone who’s thought about

Catholic education for their child but assumed
it cost too much. “If you think you can’t afford
our school — think again. Alumni & Friends of
St. Matthew’s is raising money so any family
who wants an education from St. Matt’s can
get it.”

It’s part of an effort to address a problem
that many urban Catholic schools are facing
around the country. Changing neighborhoods
often result in declining enrollment because
most families who live nearby can’t afford the
tuition. For many schools the result has been a
kind of slow death as the student population
shrinks and resources diminish.

Alumni & Friends of St. Matthew’s is
working to turn that around. The Alumni &
Friends committee, together with the parish
and school, have set two goals: first, raise
money to cover the tuition for students who
couldn’t otherwise afford it; then get the
message out to families that scholarships are
available at St. Matthew’s.

Doug thinks it’s good for the families and
the school. “For us to survive, it’s the only way
to do it. At the same time, we’re living our
Catholic mission by making our community
better.”

And he can see that it’s starting to work.
“Enrollment has gone down every year for the
past 10 years. We’re turning that around this
year and next fall we expect to have a net
increase in students. We’ve already got more
kids registered for next year than we had last
year. That’s huge.”

Gilbert de la O, who retired recently after
30 years with Neighborhood House, agrees
that the scholarships are a great opportunity
for families on the West Side. “Paying tuition is

School Enrollment on the Rise
going to be a challenge for some families,
especially with the economy in a downturn.
Scholarships are so important. It’s going to
make it possible for families that couldn’t
swing it alone.”

While Gilbert likes to point out that he
is a long time supporter of public schools, he
thinks the schools on the West Side have
changed from when he and his children
attended. To him, they no longer feel like
community schools, places with deep roots in
the neighborhood. But he thinks that feeling
still exists at St. Matthew’s. “St. Matt’s still
has that spirit of a community school, a place
where a kid goes where maybe his aunts,
uncles, cousins, go. A place with history.
That’s what makes a community strong is
schools. St. Matt’s still has that.”

Gilbert also thinks the small class size
at St. Matthew’s is a big plus, and Doug says
that’s not going to change. The goal, Doug
says, will be to have about 20 kids per class.

Continued on page 2

Science Fair and More!
1st graders show off things they made
from recycled items for the Science Fair.
See page 6.

“Scholarships are so
important. It’s going

to make it possible for
families that couldn’t

swing it alone.”
Gilbert de la O

Formerly of
Neighborhood House

HIGHLIGHTS
IN THIS ISSUE

2 Fundraising Tops
$88,000

3 St. Matt’s Makes a
Difference

5 Joseph Marthaler
Turns 105

6 Students Love
Science

7 Diana Kessel ’04
Commencement
Speaker

St.Matthews_July:Layout 1  6/26/08  9:39 AM  Page 1



Join the Cause — It Could Save a Life
and Change a Life
The following is a report on the work of Alumni & Friends written by John Riehle,
Parish Administrator.

Last fall, the Alumni & Friends steering committee set a challenge to
raise $150,000 for tuition assistance and scholarships for students who
wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford St. Matthew’s School. The opportunity
to receive a high quality, Catholic education can make a real difference in
the life of a child and where they end up as an adult. We’re asking for your
help to bring this opportunity to more kids on the West Side.

As of June 1, $88,050 has been raised. That’s great for the first nine
months. And we still have time to surpass the $150,000 level by September 1
— the beginning of the next school year.

We’ve received alumni gifts ranging from $10 to $15,000. Any size gift
is welcome so please join the cause.

I am absolutely convinced that many low and moderate income families of the
West Side never ever consider St. Matt’s School for their children because they
believe that the tuition is beyond their means. I am committed that no student
ever be denied a Catholic education because of finances.

Thanks to you, I am able to go to a mom and dad and assure them that,
because of the generosity of Alumni & Friends, there is a way for their son or
daughter to receive a first class Catholic education at St. Matt’s. You can be a
miracle worker in the life of a child; your gift can make the difference.

We are in the business of changing and saving lives.

Thank you.

Stephen Adrian, Pastor
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Fr. Steve’s homilies are
available on-line at
www.st-matts.org

FUNDRAISING
UPDATE

Current total raised
$88,050

Goal is $150,000 tuition
aid by September 1st.

Doug explains, “Maintaining a small class size is really
important. We’re going to stay small.”

Providing tuition assistance to families has been a
policy for many years and reflects Fr. Steve Adrian’s
commitment to make Catholic education available to all
children. But the practice wasn’t strategically implemented

until Doug became the Director of Education & Formation.
“Alumni & Friends now makes it possible to extend what we’re

doing. It gives us the financial means to reach more families.”
For families who wonder if the scholarships will be available to

help them in the future, Doug says it comes down to trust, “We’re dedicated
to the mission of educating kids. So long as you’re still dedicated, we’ll find
a way to make it happen.”

Gilbert de la O says his neighbor’s children attend St. Matthew’s and
he’s seen how it’s made a difference for them. But he also thinks people
don’t realize what they’ve got with St. Matthew’s. “St. Matt’s hasn’t told its
story enough. It’s doing some good stuff.”

Doug agrees, “Alumni & Friends is raising the money. Now we need
to get the word out.”

Student Enrollment, continued from page 1

”
“St. Matt’s hasn’t

told its story
enough. It’s doing
some good stuff.

GILBERT DE LA O
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FEATURE story

Ash Miller (’02) started life with a couple of strikes against her. Her mother was only 18 when Ash was
born and until last year, her father didn’t even know she existed. Shortly after her birth, Ash’s mother gave
up custody to Ash’s grandmother who promptly enrolled her in St. Matthew’s Child Care Center while she
worked the night shift at the post office. Looking back, Ash ponders how her grandmother did it and
concludes simply, “She’s an amazing woman.”

Ash’s grandmother, who’s Lutheran, was committed to sending Ash to a private school. Having grown up
on the West Side, she knew about St. Matthew’s and had confidence in it.

As a result, Ash grew up at St. Matthew’s, attending first the Child Care Center, then preschool and
kindergarten, till she graduated in 2002. Ash says, “I felt safe. I had fun. I was friends with most of the kids
in my class….It’s nice, such a small class, the teachers give you individual attention. And if something’s wrong,
the teachers know you, they can tell.”

Ash remembers a parent-teacher conference in 8th grade with her teacher, Mr. Lieser and her grandmother,
“Mr. Lieser was praising me a lot to my grandma. He mentioned that I was ‘college material’ and my grandma
was ‘Wow!’ She just thought it was so cool.”

Ash is the first member of her family to go to college. She will be a junior next year at the
University of Wisconsin, River Falls where she is majoring in Spanish. “The path I’m taking

now is to be a translator, so there will be a lot of fields I can work in.” She also points out
that she began studying Spanish in 4th grade, “So St. Matt’s paved my way for that.”

Ash doesn’t claim any religious affiliation but she believes Catholic education gave her
structure. “Going to St. Matt’s helped form who I am, my morals and values.”

Looking back at her grade school years, Ash calls herself a bit of a troublemaker,
“Although I never got a pink slip.” But she has some advice for current students,

“All the troubles with classes – it’s all worth it in the end. It paves the way. So don’t
cause trouble and pay attention.”

In 2003, Vincent Abrego (’05) was in the 6th grade at Cherokee Heights Elementary, and
his mother, Lucina Abrego, was worried about him. She explains, “Some kids were pressuring
him to be in a gang. Once he told the kids he didn’t want to join, he was getting threatened.
Towards the end it was really bad. I had to pick him up at school.”

If he stayed in public school, he’d go to Humboldt next where she figured the problem
would just get worse. That was when she heard about St. Matthew’s School from her niece.

At the time, she didn’t even know there was a school. She just thought it was a church. But her
niece thought Vincent would like it and Lucina liked the idea, “I just didn’t know if I could pay

the tuition part.”

That was when Lucina’s mother heard about some scholarships being offered through Common
Bond. Lucina jumped right on it and got both her boys enrolled at St. Matthew’s. “The scholarships came
just at the right time.”

When asked what it was like to change schools in 7th grade, Vincent says, “I was nervous at first,
but I liked it by the first week. I got along with everyone. Everybody made me feel welcome.”

And, Vincent says, as soon as he switched schools, the gang members stopped pressuring him.

He said the work was harder, especially math, but the teachers helped him whenever he needed it.
What he liked best was language arts and writing, something he still likes to do.

When asked, Lucina and Vincent agree that St. Matthew’s made a big difference in their lives. Lucina
says, “If he hadn’t come to St. Matthew’s, I think I would have lost him. The pressure was so great (to join
the gang) he would have had to give in. And I would have failed him. Coming to St. Matthew’s saved him.”

Vincent agrees, “It kept me out of a lot of trouble. I got away from all of it.”

Vincent will graduate from high school next year and while he’s still undecided about his plans after that,
Lucina expresses confidence in his future, “Now that he’s older, he knows what’s right and wrong. He has a
good head on his shoulders.”
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St. Matthew’s Made a Difference for Them

Ash
Miller
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Abrego
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