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In June, kindergarten teacher Theresa Mahowald and
I were part of a group of 12 teachers and principals
in the archdiocese who were able to participate in a

trip to Cuernavaca, Mexico. The trip was part of a
program designed in response to the growing
number of students in the archdiocese,
particularly in urban schools, who have
a language other than English spoken
at home. 

As part of its ongoing
commitment to training Catholic
educators, two year ago the Murray
Institute at the University of 
St. Thomas began a five-course graduate
certificate program in teaching English
Language Learners (ELL). Our kindergarten
teacher, Theresa Mahowald, was a part of this
program. 

The final experience for the teachers in the
program was a trip to Mexico. When a member of the
group was unable to attend, I was fortunate enough to
be invited as a replacement.

As part of the 8-day experience, we participated in
a variety of seminars and activities to help us better
understand Mexican culture. Each day was framed in
Catholic social teaching. Events included seminars from

economists, education department officials, authors,
immigrants to the United States, and visits to

three schools. We also had a home-stay with
families in an indigenous community and
visited the pyramids of Xochicalco. The
finale of the trip was a stay in Mexico City
at a Benedictine convent and a visit to the
Basilica that holds the shawl of Our Lady

of Guadalupe.
About 15% of students at St Matthew’s

are considered English Language Learners
because Spanish is the language spoken at home.

The experience helped us gain an appreciation for the
culture of these students and the challenges our
immigrant families face. It emphasized the importance
of being welcoming to these families and ultimately, has
helped us prepare to give all our students an
opportunity for future success.

The experience
helped us gain 

an appreciation for
the culture of

these students ...

ALUMNI  news

SCHOOL  news

newsPARISH
MINISTRY

MESSAGE FROM father steve

SCHOOL  news

Doug Lieser, Principal and
Theresa Mahowald,

Kindergarten teacher, visited
Mexico as part of a training

program to help students
who grow up in a house

where English is not spoken.

Catholic Educators Experience Mexican Culture
By Doug Lieser, Principal

St.Matthews_Sept09:Layout 1  8/21/09  9:43 AM  Page 6



I recently met with four of the women who are
organizing this year’s Fall Fesitval. I talked to Jan
Steinbrenner (’52), Elaine Goldberg, Angela Pirkl and
Barbara Neff (’54) about their plans for the event but I
was also curious about something else. Fall Festival is
one of those big, difficult and often thankless volunteer
jobs that most people run from as fast as they can. Here
was a group of women who had arguably put in their
time in the 1970’s, and now they’d agreed to shoulder
the responsibility again. 

When I asked them ‘Why?’ their first answer was,
“Joan Lannon asked us to.” (Joan was on a trip to
Alaska when we met.) But all four women agreed, as
one of them said, “You don’t say ‘no’ to Joan.” “I tell
her she’s our fearless leader,” said another. “Joan’s like
a Mack Truck,” said a third.

I also learned about their strong connections to
the parish. Among the four women I spoke to plus
Joan, they collectively have 17 children, of which all but
two attended St. Matt’s School. Two of the women grew
up in the parish, one had a mother who is an alumna,
while three of the women married husbands who grew
up in the parish. 

Angela Pirkl lived outside the parish for 25 years,
but she and her husband have always maintained their
St. Matt’s membership, “My husband’s grandfather
was the first baby baptized at St. Matt’s,” she says. 
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From the Editor

Why They Volunteer

Fall Festival Co-chairs are
(above, l-r) Jan Steinbrenner, 
Elaine Goldberg, Angela Pirkl
and (at right) Joan Lannon.  

“We were going to move to White Bear Lake but we
didn’t because we thought it’d be too hard to get to 
St. Matt’s.” Jan Steinbrenner adds her own benchmark,
“Mine was the first marriage Msgr. Cecka ever did.”  

Back in the 1970’s when these women were
working on the Festival, they had school age children
and jobs. Now, most of them still work or are helping 
to care for grandchildren. 

The bottom line is that these are strong-minded,
hard-working women who are deeply committed to
supporting the work of the Parish. They’re throwing a
party on September 19-20 and everyone’s invited. 
Why don’t you bring a friend and come.

— Maggie Lee, Editor

Anna Watt celebrated her First Communion with her
family at her side at St. Matthew’s annual Mass in
the Park celebrating the Feast of the Assumption on
August 14. The service took place at Cherokee Park
on a beautiful summer evening and was followed by
a cook out and potluck supper.   

Everyone who makes
a contribution of
any size by
September 30
will be
recognized and
acknowledged in
A & F’s Annual
Financial
Statement which 
will appear in the
Nov./Dec. issue.   

Alumni & Friends 
Reach 86% 

of Goal
Amount Raised: 

$129,000   

Goal: 
$150,000

ALUMNI & FRIENDS FUNDRAISING UPDATE
We’re Getting Close —
Help Us Reach Our Goal!
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EVENTS calendar

SCHOOL PRAYER MASS – September 16, 9:15 a.m.                                                    
Everyone is welcome to join the students for the first mass of the school year.

FALL FESTIVAL – September 19 & 20         
Great stuff to buy, games to play and food to eat for all ages! See pages 
1 & 3 for more details.

CULVERS NIGHT – September 22, 4 – 8 p.m.                                                                      
Culvers on Marie & Robert St. will donate a portion of all their sales (including
drive-thru) during this time to St. Matthew’s School. So bring your kids or
grandkids for a burger and a shake.

COFFEE FOR A CAUSE – September – May    
Beginning this Sunday, dates are open for any parish organization or individual 
to host the Sunday Coffee Hours. Bring and serve the food (coffee and juice is
provided) and you can promote your cause — all donations that day can be used
to support it. For more information call John Del Vecchio at 651-221-0871.

MARATHON FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS – October 2
This is a chance for students to raise funds for the school themselves. Students
will collect pledges to raise money. Individuals and grades compete to see who
will raise the most. Fr. Steve will also seek pledges — for information on how to
sponsor him or a student, call the school office at 651-224-6912.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS – October 3, 6:15 p.m.
In recognition of the Feast of St. Francis, animal lovers are invited to bring their
pets to this outdoor service conducted by the Hall Avenue entrance.  

VIKINGS VS. PACKERS – Monday, October 5, 7:00 p.m.  
The Men’s Club hosts a party to watch the game on a big screen TV. Admission is
$5.00 and includes snacks, hot dogs and two beverages. Join the fun.  

PARISH MINISTRY FAIR – October 10-11 (after Masses) 
Come, discover the many ministries of St. Matthew’s. Ask questions and sign up
for one — or more. 

Published Bi-monthly by Alumni &
Friends of St. Matthew’s.

Editor: Maggie Lee

E-mail: AlumniNews@St-Matts.org

Phone: 651-224-6912 x47

All expenses associated with
editorial, printing & mailing 
are donated.

St. Matthew’s School

Director of Education & 
Formation: Doug Lieser

School Office: 651-224-6912

www.st-matts.org

The Community of St. Matthew

Hall Ave. and Robie St.
St. Paul, MN 55107

Pastor: Fr. Steve Adrian

Parish Office: 651-224-9793

Weekend Liturgies:
Saturday - 5 p.m. 
Sunday - 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

www.st-matts.org
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