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Remembering the Day
the Church Burned Down

pril 15, 1968 was an infamous day in the history of
‘ s St. Matthew’s Parish. The 82-year old church, first built in
1886 and enlarged in 1908, was gutted by fire. The fire
started in the south wing and spread quickly into the choir loft
and bell tower. The bell itself was one of a handful of items that
survived the blaze in tact. Firefighters and neighbors alike
suspected arson, but it was never confirmed and the cause of the
fire has remained a mystery.

This April will mark the 40th anniversary of that event.

We want to recognize the occasion by sharing your memories
surrounding it.

Do you remember that day? Were you there? Do you have a
special story to tell? What did the loss of the church mean for you
and your family?

Send us your stories and we will share as many as we can in
the March/April newsletter. E-mail: AlumniNews@St-Matts.org or
use the envelope in the newsletter to mail it in. Deadline for
submissions is January 15th.
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(TOP) Firefighters
work to control blaze.

(ABOVE) Church as it
looked before fire.
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Fr. Steve's homilies are
available on-line at
www.st-matts.org

Fall Festival
September 15-16th

Join us this year for our annual Fall
Festival. There'll be activities both
Saturday & Sunday.

Don't miss Saturday’s Polka
Mass at 5:00 p.m. Afterwards, the
Men'’s Club will be serving up
burgers, brats, hot dogs and cold
drinks in the parking lot. After a
bite to eat, play bingo, cribbage or
Texas Hold’Em in the Social Hall.
Outside, live music performed by
Rocka-Rolla will perform hits from
the Fifties & Sixties as well as some
Polka favorites. Band members
include parishioners Richard
Schletty, Jack Heitzinger, Chris
Stevens and Mark Evans (for more
on music www.schletty.com/rocka-
rolla.html)

On Sunday from 11:30 a.m. -
4:00 p.m., we'll be serving up a
Diner-style Chicken Dinner
complete with roast chicken,
mashed potatoes & gravy,
coleslaw, corn o'brien, dinner roll
and chocolate fudge cake. The cost
is $8 for adults. Kids 12 and under
have a Kids Meal option for $4. In
the gym there’ll be games for kids,
a cake walk, concessions, and
Bottle Lotto. On both days, there'll
be a bake sale and silent auction.

For more information, call the
parish center at 651-224-9793.

We'll see you there!

MESSAGE FROM father steve

eptember 21st is the Feast of Saint Matthew. For the past 30 years we have

celebrated this feast on the third Sunday of September in conjunction with

our annual parish festival. So, this year the parish celebrates the feast on
September 15th and 16th.

In 1886 Bishop John Ireland established our parish and named it after the evangelist,
Saint Matthew. Matthew, whose name in Hebrew means “Gift of God,” is one of the
four Gospel writers, two of whom were also Apostles — Saints John and Matthew.

The Historical Matthew
We find the bits and pieces of the story of Matthew in Chapter 9 of the Gospel
and we find him listed as “Matthew, the tax collector” in Chapter 10.

The city of Capernaum, Matthew’s place of work, was built on the side of the Lake
of Galilee and had about 1,500 residents. Capernaum enjoyed a privileged economic
position, its resources being fishing, agriculture, industry and trade. Capernaum was
commercially linked in a prominent way with the northern regions, i.e. upper Galilee,
Golan, Syria, Phoenicia, Asia Minor and Cyprus. The presence of a detachment of
Roman soldiers at Capernaum (Luke 7: 1-10; Matthew 8: 5-13) stresses the importance
of the city as a crossroad for many travelers leaving and entering the region.

This cosmopolitan community attracted many visitors and business people. It was
a center of not only commerce, but also education and the arts. People from other
areas needed to change their currency into local currency to do business — this was
one of the functions of the “money changer” and “tax collector”. Capernaum was a
border town provided with customs agents (Mark 2:13-15) along the main imperial
highway leading to Damascus.

These customs agents also served as tax collectors and money changers and
were considered non-observant Jews because they made their living dealing in
and touching foreign money, and thus rendered themselves “impure”.

Matthew did this work and had a tax booth on this major road on the outskirts
of the city. It was at this spot that Jesus saw Matthew and said to him, “Follow me”.
Matthew immediately left his customs station and followed Jesus.

Matthew Models Inclusive Love of God

The ministry of Jesus announces the inclusive love of God. As a way of dramatizing
this He is often in the presence of “tax collectors and sinners.” Jesus dines at the
table of Matthew and among his invited friends — tax collectors — to the chagrin of
the Pharisees.

It is ironic that this outcast and “impure” Jew should be named “gift of God".
This name is but another way to teach that the inclusive love of God touches all —
even those we might regard as disposable or unimportant.

For 121 years the Church of Saint Matthew has tried to demonstrate the inclusive
love of God. Today we seek to embrace our neighbors and to bring our resources
to the community. Saint Matthew is a great model of God's inclusive love. Saint
Matthew shatters the assumption that only “insiders” can be called by Jesus to follow
Him. Saint Matthew encourages us to meditate on the Word and to put the Word of
God into practice.

Come; celebrate St. Matthew at our parish feast on the weekend of September
15th and 16th. Mass on that weekend is Saturday, 5 pm and Sunday, 8 and 10:30 am.
Stay and enjoy the parish festival.

Yours truly,

Stephen Adrian, Pastor






