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In July 2003, St. Matthew’s School welcomed our new Director 
of Education and Formation, Mrs. Beth Behnke. She graduated 
from St. Thomas University with an Educational Specialist De-
gree with K-12 administrative licensure last spring.  She 
comes to St. Matthew’s with 9 years of principal experience-2
years in Iowa near Dubuque, 6 years in Faribault and 1 year 
at St. Columba in St. Paul.

Mrs. Behnke and her husband Scott live with their 3 children 
in Burnsville.  Chelsea grade 6 and Ariel grade 2 attend St. 
Matthew’s School. Four year old Cole attends St. Matthew’s
Childcare Center. Her position at St. Matthew’s oversees 
grades K-8 at the school, infant through pre-school age at 
the childcare center and grades 1-10 in religious education 
as well as coordinating with the YMCA the Extended Day pro-
gram in the lower level of the Parish Center.



Missing Alumni &

Newsletter Updates

We are still missing many, many 
alumni.  If you know the whereabouts 
of any fellow classmates, family, 
friends and neighbors who attended St. 
Matthew's School, or if you would like 
to submit any news to share with other
alumni, please mail your info in the 
enclosed envelope or send by e-mail
to:

John or Michele Edwards
2270 Dodd Road

Mendota Heights, MN 55120
(651) 688-7635

Jedwards57@comcast.net

Congratulations students and families!

SPECIAL THANKS

Special thanks to the Class 

of  ‘57  who donated over 

$800.00 to the school for

video equipment. This class 

meets once a quarter at a 

local restaurant.  At their 

last meeting, they “passed 

the hat” and as a result 

were able to present this 

generous gift to the school.

Wow!

St. Matthew’s Alumni
Association Officers

The following officers were elected 
by the association:
Joan Valen Guertin ‘48, Chairper-
son, Bernie Mike ‘76 , Secretary
and Michele Ross Edwards ‘64,
Treasurer.  We are grateful to these 
alumni as well as others that attend 
association  meetings for their con-
tinued commitment to St. Mat-
thew’s School.

Alumni Association Establishes 
Future Goals

Textbooks in the school are 8 years 
old or  older. The current staff at
the school do an outstanding job
supplementing these textbooks
with other learning aids, but  one of 
Mrs. Behnke’s primary goals is to
have the highest standard of cur-
riculum at St. Matthew’s.   There-
fore, it was determined that updat-
ing textbooks would be one of our
primary goals. At our March 24,
2003 meeting,  the association im-
mediately voted to donate
$2000.00 from unrestricted funds
towards the purchase of new text-
books.  As a result, new Social
Studies textbooks will be pur-
chased for grades 1-5.

St. Matthew’s  Alumni Association 
Creates Mission Statement

The officers and other  members that
attended the March 24, 2003 meeting
adopted the following Mission State-
ment for St. Matthew’s School Alumni 
Association:

“Establish and maintain a strong
alumni association that will preserve
the tradition and vitality of St. Mat-
thew’s School by financial and volun-
teer commitment.

TAKE THE CHALLENGE

The association would never like to 
see “outdated” books again in the
school.  Therefore, our goal is to
raise enough money to help update
ALL textbooks in the school as
soon as possible, and keep them
updated.  This is a huge challenge,
but with your help we know that it 
can happen  An average cost for a
textbook, depending on the subject 
can cost between $30-$50.00.
Would you be willing to donate
money to  purchase 1, 2 or more
textbooks? How about alumni
making a challenge to others in
their class to make a donation to-
wards this wonderful goal? Or,
how about a class to class chal-
lenge?  Unless specified differ-
ently, all those who donate will
have a special donation sticker put
in the books that are purchased.
This will include the name and
class year of the person making the 
donation.  We want to make sure
that all alumni are recognized for
their contribution for this effort.

MANY THANKS!!

The Alumni Association  has received
over $3500.00 in unrestricted, endow-
ment and expense donations.  We are
extremely grateful to all those who
have made these donations.  As a re-
sult, alumni newsletters can continue
to be printed, some students are re-
ceiving tuition assistance and new So-
cial Studies textbooks have been pur-
chased for grades 1-5.

Also, some Alumni made donations to 
the School Marathon held last October 
2003.  As a result, the students raised
over $28,000.00 through donations
and pledges for  the school.

MARK  YOUR CALENDAR

—Saturday April 24, 2004 
    St. Matthew’s School Endowment 
    Dinner and Silent Auction.  (See 
    Red & White page in this Newslet-
    ter for more details).

—Wednesday June 23, 2004 
    St. Matthew’s School Alumni

BBQ.  Check your  mailbox in 
    April for more information on this 
    event    This will be the 2nd BBQ 
     put on by the Association for 
    Alumni.



This beautiful 16X20 watercolor painted by Marian Wolters '51 from a picture 
taken by Sister Regina Ecker SSND depicts the original building of St. Matthew's 
School built in 1902.  If you are interested in purchasing one of these prints, 
please fill in the following and mail in the enclosed envelope. Each print is $25.00 
and an additional $5.00 for mailing costs.
The frame is not included

Name________________________________________  Grad Year___________

Address___________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________State________________

ZipCode______________________Phone________________________________

No. of Prints______ + $5.00 mailing fee   Amount Enclosed_________________

The Home and School Association of St. Matthew's School has St. Matthew's sweatshirts avail-
able. They are navy blue with St. Matthew's embroidered in red and white on the front left chest.

Sizes are Youth-S, M, L, XL-$22.00
Adult-S, M, L, XL-$26.00, XXL-$27.00, XXXL-$28.00, XXXXL-$30.00

Shipping is included in the cost.

         Name:_____________________________________________________Grad Year____________

Address:___________________________________________________

         City:__________________________State:________________________

                    Zip Code:_____________________ Phone:________________________ Size________________

Proceeds go to the Home and School Association.  Please send your order form with money in the enclosed envelope.  Allow
4-6 weeks for delivery.

Cut  here

Cut  here




