
SAINT MATTHEW'S PROGRAMS 

Faith Formation 
_,,, Between July 1st, 2015 and June 30th

, 2016 the combined Saint Matthew 's and Saint Michael's 
Youth Faith Formations served 44 students in grades 1 to 11. An additional 21 students from 
Community of Saints joined the program on sacrament instruction evenings and made their 
sacraments through Saint Matthew's and Saint Michael's parishes. 

Per the safe environment rules of the US bishops and the archdiocese , a child personal safety 
lesson is taught each year. In February 2016 , Rachael Kroog , a speaker and performer from the 
group Creative Spirit came to present "A Very Touchy Subject. " She brought along her guitar , a 
chinchilla, and a couple of other small animals. Rachael taught the children about how anima ls 
have to keep themselves safe and what special qualities they have that they use for safety . Rachael 
then talked to the children about being safe and using their Kid Power to stand up for themselves. 
Parents and teachers attended this lesson with the children. It was a fun, enterta ining, and 
memorable way to teach this serious subject. 

Faith Formation's hospitality efforts included Coffee Sunday , Fellowsh ip Sunday (Saint Michael 's) , a 
community dinner , and an appetizer social after Saturday Mass at Saint Matt 's. 

Liturgy 
During the past fiscal year, 48 people participated in the ministries of the Mass, and 18 were 
involved in multiple ministries. Twenty four people served as Eucharistic Ministers, 12 as Lectors , 9 
as Altar Servers, 6 as Cantors and 9 as Ushers and Greeters. All of these individuals' efforts 
created a warm and welcoming environment for parishioners and visitors participating in Mass. 

Rosary Society 
'- Saint Matthew's Rosary Society has been a parish women's organization for over 50 years. All 

women of the parish and their guests are welcome to attend and/or join Rosary Society 
meetings, which are held the second Tuesday of the month at 6:45pm in the Social Hall. 

The Rosary Society raises fund through dues, a Christmas Bake Sale, Tea and Boutique and 
donations from serving funeral luncheons in the Saint Matthew's Social Hall. Some of the funds 
raised are used at funeral luncheons to provide a comforting atmosphere for grieving families. 
Annual donations are made to the annual Saint Matthew 's Fix It Fundraiser Community Dinner, 
Neighbors Inc., Mary's Pence , Saint Mary's Mission in Red Lake, MN, archdiocesan mission needs 
in Venezuela and clean water in developing countries. The Rosary Society also provides the hosts 
and wine needed for our worship services . In addition, the Rosary Society coordinates annual 
parish drives supporting Our Lady of Peace Cancer Home and families in Appalachia. 

Men's Club 
St Matthew's Men's Club celebrated its 60th anniversary in April, 2016 , in recognition of its 
member's contributions. Its mission is to promote Catholic action in the parish and the community, 
and to promote a spirit of friendship and goodwill among its members. 

At its' monthly meetings , it conducts the clubs business and entertain projects to support. After 
each meeting, a social hour provides an opportunity to enhance friendships . The Men's Club is 
open to all males of legal age of families registered in St Matthew's Parish or sponsored by a 
Men's Club member. All are invited to join! 

During this past year, the Men's Club supported the annual Saint Matthew's Fix It Fundraiser 
__.. Community Dinner , Alumni & Friends, Catholic Order of Foresters , School Sisters of Notre Dame, 

Our Lady of Peace Cancer Home, Creative Spirit , Community of Saints School , and Cretin-Durham 
Hall High School. Profits from the Lenten Fish Fries supported Community of Saints , Boy Scout 
Troop 288, Girl Scout Troop 54692, and Casa Guadalupana. 



COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

The Saint Matthew's Parish Community operationalizes its mission of being a visible expression of 
'-" God's love by providing support to those needing it. It partners with the following organizations to 

help ensure everyone has access to adequate food , medical care and housing. In addition to 
hosting the following three organizations on its campus, Saint Matthew's parishioners also donate 
approximately 1200 pounds of food each year to the Food Shelf at Neighborhood House. 

Loaves and Fishes 
The mission of Loaves and Fishes is: To provide nutritious meals to people who are hungry across 
Minnesota in an atmosphere of hospitalit y at site locations where the need is greatest and to 
develop joint ventures/partnerships with like-minded organizations assisting guests with additional 
basic needs key to becoming self-sufficient. 

Loaves and Fishes serves a hot evening meal from 5:00 to 6:00pm, Mondays through Fridays, in 
the Saint Matthew's Social Hall. There are a total of 30 teams and consisting of approx imately 300 
volunteers that work at the Saint Matthew 's site. From July 1st, 2015 through June 30th, 2016 : 
• 23,356 meals were served 
• 20% , or 4,667 meals were served to children 
• An average of 1,946 meals are served each month , or about 100 meals per day . 
There is an average of 10 volunteers involved in preparing and serving meals each day. 

Saint Mary's Health Clinics 
Saint Mary's Health Clinics (SMHC) provide free medical care , outreach and education to low
income, uninsured families and individuals who are not eligible for government programs. It was 
founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet , Saint Paul Province, upon the belief that 
healthcare is a basic human right. SMHC works with hundreds of compassionate , caring, and gifted 
volunteers. SMHC also conducts health promotion , health screen ing, health education , and 
outreach in collaboration with community organizations and advocates for healthcare as a basic 
human right while assisting low-income people to find affordable healthcare coverage. 

From July 1st, 2015 through June 301
\ 2016 , Saint Mary 's Health Clinic provided medica l services 

Monday afternoon and all day on Wednesday at the Saint Matthew's Parish Center . During this 
time period , there were 569 open clinic sessions. These clinic sessions were staffed by volunteer 
doctors, nurses , interpreters and individuals handling the patient registration process. Medical 
services were provided to 151 individuals , which resulted in 484 patient visits. Of those receiving 
medical services, 143 (94.7%) were Hispanic/ Chicano/Latino, 2 were Caucas ianM/hite , 1 was 
African , 1 was African American , 1 was Asian/Pacific Islander and for 3 their race was 
unknown. The largest age group served , 119 or 79%, were patients 23 to 54 years of age, followed 
by 17 patients in the 55 to 64 years old age group. There was 1 patient in the 6 to 9 years old age 
group. The vast majority of patients 92 or 61 %, were employed: 32 worked full-t ime, 52 worked part 
-time , and 8 were self-employed . 



Casa Guadalupana 
Casa Guadalupana has entered into a partnership with The Family Place and Interfaith Action - two 

-..... longtime local programs that serve homeless families. The partnership is focused on growing an 
innovative effort to help families move and stay out of the homeless system in the future. Families 
attend skill building classes and stay at Casa for four months. The classes not only build job 
seeking skills , but also help individuals going through rough times become more aware of the skills 
they do have and how to improve their ability to interact with others. Casa has evolved from 
being a short term emergency residence to a program designed to reduce the need for emergency 
shelter for many in our community. 

Casa has the capacity to serve 16 individuals at any one time. Over the course of the last year it is 
supporting between 40-50 people. Families have children ranging from newborn to high school 
age. Initial results from the last two years are promising. Those familes Casa has supported have 
moved to and continue to live in more permanent housing. Program graduates are holding down 
jobs and their children are continuing their education . 

Casa also provides meeting space for local organizations from the Latino/Latina community to hold 
meetings and classes. It has partnered with West Side Growing and other West Side organizations 
on activities for residents , including learning about growing food , trying new foods , and learning 
how to improve nutrition. 

With the assistance of Saint Matthew's, Casa received funds from the City of St. Paul to take care 
of important upgrades for the safety of residents and functioning of the house. This includes better 
insulation to reduce energy consumption, the installation of air conditioning for comfort during warm 
summer days, fixing the parking lot and replacing a retaining wall that is approaching the end of its 
functional life. 

EDUCATION 

Community of Saints Regional Catholic School 
Community of Saints (COS) is committed to provide academic excellence; religious education and 
formation rooted in the tradition of the Catholic church; development of each person's God-given 
gifts; and the changing and saving of lives. 

During the 2015/16 school year, COS was again accredited by THE(Minnesota 
Non-Public School Accrediting Association (MNSSA). A school is accredited when, in the judgment 

of the MNSAA Board of Directors, it has met the requirements of accreditation standards , MNSAA 
policies, and has a strategic vision for future improvement. 
In 2015/16 , student population was 132 students. For the 2016/17 school year , enrollment was 
increased by 10%. 17 eighth graders graduated in June . 

A new playground was built at the school through fund raisers and the contributions of time and 
talent from parents, faculty, donors and neighbors. 

COS students participated in service projects throughout the year including raking leaves for 
seniors, picking up trash in the neighborhood, writing thank you letters to the police, and making 
holiday items for seniors. A school marathon to raise funds for educational needs. The COS Tech 
Club students have been learning about robotics and entered a competition in which they ended up 
in the top 10. 


