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Providing tuition assistance for Community of Saints Regional Catholic School

End of Year
Challenge!
Every donation will be
matched 100% — up
to $7,500 — through
December 31, 2016.
Give a gift to honor
someone who values
Catholic education.
See pg. 8 for details.
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After 150 years of Catholic worship, effective Monday, November 28, the Archdioceses of St. Paul
and Minneapolis suspended operations at St. Michael’s Church of West St. Paul. The loss is felt by
the entire community.
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COS Prepared to Carry On St. Michael’s
Tradition of Catholic Education

We’ve received many questions about how this change affects Community of Saints, which is located
on St. Michael’s campus. On page two, Fr. Steve provides details about the broader impact. Below,
we address the most urgent concerns.

Will the school move? No.
The Archdiocese is committed to maintaining the school at its current location.

Has it hurt enrollment? No — enrollment is up.
Community of Saints’ enrollment increased about 10% this year (see pg. 3). The preschool is at capacity
and the number of students continuing into kindergarten has increased each year of operation.

Will suspending St. Michael’s Church have a financial impact? Yes.
While Community of Saints currently pays for maintenance staffing and 80% of utilities, the school will
likely be responsible for all facilities expenses in the future.

Can the school afford it? Yes.
This event was unexpected, but diligent efforts on behalf of the school administration to create stable
funding and strong partnerships have put COS in a good position to manage the additional costs
(see pg. 9).
St. Michael’s parish was known for its enduring commitment to Catholic education. Now, with your
help, that commitment will be carried on at Community of Saints.

M E S S AG E F ROM

father steve

Moving Forward

What’s Next for Our Community with
Operations at St. Michael’s Suspended
Dear Alums, Family and Friends of Community of Saints:
Over the past four months there has been much happening
here on the “home front.” One of Community of Saints
sponsoring parishes and its landlord, St. Michael, has
suspended operations. For several years the parish
population has dwindled and with that, the parish revenue
has fallen. It is no longer possible for St. Michael to continue
basic operations — pay salaries, pay the heat and light bill,
etc. The parish just plain ran out of money — and had no
reasonable way to change the parish direction. The parish
continues as a legal entity, although no parish activities
take place and there are no longer parish members or
religious services.

ALUMNI

news

SCHOOL

news

Impact on St. Matthew’s and
Our Lady of Guadalupe
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Over the past two years St. Michael, St. Matthew and Our
Lady of Guadalupe were “clustered,” that is, one pastor
served all three parishes with the help of an assistant priest
and three deacons. The “cluster” is now abandoned and
both St. Matthew and Our Lady of Guadalupe have their
own priest.
Fr. James Adams, who was pastor of the clustered parishes,
has been reassigned to the parish cluster in Marysburg,
Cleveland, Le Center and Le Sueur in Southern Minnesota.
Fr. Andrew Brinkman will serve as pastor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, and Fr. Robert Kelly, a Dominican priest, has
been assigned to St. Matthew, in addition to his obligations
as a chaplain at North Memorial Medical Center in
Robbinsdale. Starting in December, St. Matthew’s will
have a 10 a.m. Sunday Mass in addition to the Saturday
4 p.m. Mass.

St. Michael Church will become the chapel
for COS where students celebrate regular
Mass, hold prayer services and celebrate
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Archbishop Hebda with Fr. Steve Adrian and altar servers
(clockwise) Mari Tressell,PA
Isaiah
Jose Garcia,
R I SAnderson,
H
Connor Nicolay. Fr. James Adams (2nd row, far right),
MINISTRY
who has served as pastor of St. Michael, St. Matthew and
Our Lady of Guadalupe (OLG) since July 2015 has been
reassigned to a cluster in southern Minnesota. Fr. Andrew
Brinkman (2nd row, center) has been named pastor of OLG.

news

Impact on Community of Saints
Community of Saints (COS) is going strong. We have an almost
10% increase in the number of students this year, and we have
a good financial base, thanks to people like you. Beginning in
December, COS will assume responsibility for the St. Michael
campus. St. Michael Church will become the chapel for COS —
there we will celebrate regular Mass, hold prayer services and
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We will also use that
space for our Christmas and end-of-the-year concerts.
I intend to negotiate a long-term lease of the school property —
ten or fifteen years. COS is embarking on a new stage of life,
more opportunities, more responsibilities, and thus a greater
chance to make a difference in the lives of our students.
This issue carries our annual report. I thank each and every one
of you who made this fundraising year so successful — our best
year ever. I thank you for your continued commitment to the
education of our students — and they are “our students.”
We, all of us, are Community of Saints. I thank you. I pray
for you often.
Yours truly,
Father Stephen Adrian
Canonical Administrator of Community of Saints

SCHOOL news

COS Enrollment UP Almost 10%!
School Families Spread the Word

I

n a year when most Catholic schools saw their
enrollments decline, the number of students at
Community of Saints has increased by about 10%.
New families have come from all over the community
and across all grade levels.
Even more noteworthy, almost all of the new
families
came as referrals from current school families,
F E AT U R E
a strong endorsement of a thriving school environment.
“It’s a sign of the school’s success,” said COS principal,
Bridget Kramer. “Families believe in this school and
want to help make it great.”

story

New Family Last Year — Big Booster This Year

Thankful for Faith-Based Values and
School Culture
Rachel is especially thankful for the faith-based
values that are integral to her daughters’ education.
“I love that religion is part of what they learn every
day,” she said. “That’s so important to our family.”
Rachel reports that her daughters have asked to
become baptized into the Catholic faith, a decision
that Rachel supports.
Now Rachel is promoting the school to other
parents. She recently encouraged a friend from high
school to go on a tour. “She’s a single mom like me,
so she doesn’t have a lot of money either,” Rachel
explained. “I told her my kids are happy. Class sizes
are small and I love the diversity of the school. It’s a
great environment.”

Tuition Assistance Makes It Possible
For Rachel, what makes COS possible is the tuition
assistance she receives. “If we didn’t get help with
tuition, I wouldn’t be able to afford to send my kids,”
Rachel stated. “That was a big factor in our decision.
Ms. Kramer understood that and she worked to
accommodate our budget.”
Rachel is hopeful that her friend’s son will be
part of next year’s COS kindergarten. In the meantime,
she’s content with her own children’s positive attitude
towards school. “Honestly, my kids are so happy.”
It’s evident that their mom feels the same way.
Rachel’s daughters hold certificates showing they each received
Star Student awards in their classes for the same week.
Left to right: Isabella — Kindergarten, Layla — 2nd grade,
Anna — 3rd grade.
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In 2016-17, Rachel Brostrom has daughters in third
grade, second grade, and kindergarten. Rachel came to
COS last year when she switched schools in December
2015. Even though she’s relatively new to COS, she’s
already become a big booster.
Rachel is a single mom who was raised as a
Protestant, but she values what Catholic education offers.
She wanted all of her children to go to Catholic school
but tuition was a barrier. “I’m divorced with four
children and I don’t get child support,” explained
Rachel, who works full-time as a hair stylist. “It’s hard
when you’re doing it by yourself.”
At the start of last year Rachel had enrolled her
children in public school, but it soon became clear to her
that the school wasn’t a good fit. “It was a challenge to

get them to go to school every morning,” Rachel said.
“They’d be crying, and when you’re in kindergarten and
1st grade, you should be excited to go to school.”
Rachel first heard about COS from some of her
clients whose children attended, and she’d even visited
the school the summer before. Finally in December 2015,
she decided to transfer her daughters to COS. “I was
nervous but the girls had a great first day,” she said.
“They made friends instantly. They liked their teachers,
and every day they’re excited to get up and put on
their uniforms.”
Rachel felt immediately welcomed into the school
community. “Right from the start, parents were reaching
out to me, asking if there were any resources that we
needed,” she said. “They made the transition a lot easier.”

SCHOOL news

COS Students Make Big Impact at
Cretin-Derham Hall
by Amanda Reding ’13

E
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nrollment at Cretin-Derham Hall High School
(CDH) is 1,215, roughly nine times larger than at
Community of Saints (COS). Since COS started four
years ago, 15 COS alums have continued their Catholic
education at CDH. When you compare numbers, some
people may think these 15 students would be lost in the
crowd. The reality is that although few in number, COS
graduates have made a big impact at CDH.
To better understand, I talked to Admissions
Director, Tony Leseman, CDH class of ’01. One of my
first questions was if CDH values diversity as much as
COS does. “Diversity is one of our core seven values,”
Mr. Leseman responded. “CDH is one of the most
diverse Catholic high schools in the metro area.” He
went on to say that CDH appreciates its long-standing
partnership with COS as well as the variety of cultures
its graduates have brought to CDH. “CDH is grateful for
its long-standing partnership with Community of Saints.
We’re aligned with the mission of making a quality,
Catholic education accessible to all students,” he added.

COS Alums Perform for School-Wide Assembly
At one of our most recent school-wide assemblies
we celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month. The celebration
included a traditional folkloric Latin dance, performed
by two COS alums, Mari Vasquez (who attends CDH)
and Ruiz Acosta, along with two more young people
from Our Lady of Guadalupe. “I’ve performed this dance

“At Cretin-Derham Hall, you make memories and
friends that will truly last a lifetime.” COS alum Mari
Vasquez ’14 explains what she likes about CDH.

many times before a variety of people and it’s harder
when it’s people you know,” Mari admitted. “But the
desire to show people my culture and how unique and
important it is gave me the courage I needed.”
That sense of pride in community is one of many
lessons we learned at COS and will take with us for the
rest of our lives. Ninth grade student, Isaac EnríquezOlvera ’16, says that another lesson is the importance of
maintaining a good relationship with teachers. “This is
truly important,” Isaac pointed out, “because if I ever
need extra help, the teachers know me and my character
and are glad to help.” CDH Junior, Autam Mendez ’14,
chimed in “Being open to new things is one thing that I
brought with me from COS to CDH.” She added another,
“COS is a small school and being an older kid there,
the younger kids really look up to you.” I agree. For
me personally, this was also something that helped me
become the leader I am today. The fact that there were
always so many little eyes looking around and watching
your every move drives you to want to do the right
thing, to make these young children proud.

Alums Stand Out for Athletic Success
COS students have also made a large impact at
CDH through athletics. Two students who have excelled
are Paige Goaley, grade 10, and Autam Mendez. Both
girls played on varsity teams as freshmen and between
the two of them, have completed seven seasons of varsity

Since COS’s first graduating class in 2013, 15 alums have gone on to CDH.
From left to right: Terrina Martinez, Lili Silva, Max Karas, Jennah Garibay,
Amanda Reding, Miguel Vazquez, Allie Reding, Aliah Lopez, Autam Mendez,
Mark Vasquez, Isaac Enríquez-Olvera, Paige Goaley, Kayla Maloney, Mari
Vasquez. Not pictured, Sarah Garcia.

COS Alums Uphold Tradition of Service
In almost 13 years of Catholic education, service to
others is another lesson that has stuck out. In 3rd grade,
I remember walking across the street at St. Matt’s every
week to spend time with the elders at Wilder (Cerenity
Senior Care). Seeing the simple joy that you can bring
to someone’s day, even as a third grader, was a magical
experience. Now at CDH, I’ve been able to make an
impact on those in need through a program called Empty
Bowls. In exchange for a contribution, guests are served
a simple meal that consists of one bowl of soup and a
piece of bread. Afterwards, they are invited to take home
a ceramic bowl. The bowl symbolizes all of the people
around the world whose bowls are often empty because
they never quite have enough to eat. The money raised at
Empty Bowls goes to Heifer International, which donates
animals to people in Third World countries to help them
become more financially stable.
Over the 15 years since the Empty Bowls project
began, graduates from St. Matthew School and now COS

have been leaders. Members of the Goldenstein family,
Rachel, Becca, Daniel and Bridget Goldenstein, played a
large role for many years. This year will be my third year
on the planning committee and my sister Allie Reding,
grade 10, has just signed up. “I joined Empty Bowls
because of where the money goes,” Allie explained.
“Heifer International is a strong organization that really
helps people get back on their feet. It gives people the
opportunity to become self-sustaining.”
Another program at CDH that helps influence
leadership is the JROTC program. All three of the young
men from the most recent COS graduating class, Max
Karas, Mark Vasquez, and Isaac Enríquez-Olvera, are
involved in JROTC. “I wanted to join JROTC because
it teaches you leadership skills,” Max Karas explained.
“This is an important opportunity that I know I wouldn’t
get anywhere else.” Isaac agreed, “The program also
really helps you become part of a close-knit community
made up of kids who all want to be leaders.”

COS Grads Answer the Question: Why CDH?
I asked the group why COS students should
come to Cretin-Derham Hall, and everyone was quick
to answer. “At CDH, it may seem like it’s a bigger
school, but the reality is it’s a lot like COS,” Allie said.
“Everyone knows everyone, including students, faculty
and staff, and they really care.” “They also go out of
their way to help you no matter what,” Max responded.
Autam joined in, “It’s a place that lets you be yourself.”
Mari finished with something that rings true for me.
“At Cretin-Derham Hall, you make memories and friends
that will truly last a lifetime.” Overall, Community of
Saints students are more than prepared when coming to
CDH. The transition is easy and we all certainly know
how to make a big splash.
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sports in three years. Even though she is only a junior
this year, Autam was named captain of the varsity
basketball team.
Just like at COS, athletics at CDH promote
leadership. When I asked Paige and Autam how their
leadership skills have developed because of their
involvement in athletics, they were quick to answer.
“With leadership comes responsibility,” Paige said.
“Through the soccer and basketball programs, I’ve
learned how to be a leading voice both on and off the
field.” “Being a starter and a captain, you have to lead
in a positive way as much as possible,” Autam explained.
“I try to make others around me better and influence
them both on and off the court.”

ANNUAL report
Alums & Friends & Families 2016 Annual Report

You Set a New Record — Over $190,000 Raised!
Our donors’ generosity never ceases to amaze! The grand total for this year is $191,225, all of which goes to
provide tuition assistance to students at Community of Saints Regional Catholic School.
Your support matters because 70% of students at COS quality for Free and Reduced Lunch. That’s one of the
highest rates for Catholic elementary schools in the Archdiocese and helps explain why over 90% of families
rely on tuition assistance in order to attend.
At Community of Saints, every family pays something, but no one is turned away. Thank you once again for making it
possible for us to fulfill that commitment.

PILLAR $15,000+

BUILDER $500-$999

Assumption Parish
Roy and JoAnn Ferber
Thomas and Mary McKeown

Anonymous (2)
Gordie Bailey
James Blaha
Mark Brengman
Mark Del Vecchio
Carol Engelmann
Mary Jane Ferber
Elizabeth French
Francis Jacobs
Joseph’s Grill
Eileen McMahon and Steve Karbon
Joseph Mansur
Steve and Anita McKeown
Harriet Murphy
John Pobanski
Thomas and Sandra Reding
Rita Ryan
Tony Sitzmann
Michael Smeby
Joan Sullivan
Clare Vogel
James Vogel
Dick Votel
Martin Warren
Yvonne Wilhelm
John and Mary Wren
Mary Yeager

PACESETTER $10,000-$14,999
Josette Salah/St. Anthony of
Padua’s Friends

LEADER $5,000-$9,999
Tony and Susan Alleva
Boss Foundation
William and Bonita Frels
Kent Family Charitable Trust
John Riehle
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EDUCATOR $2,500-$4,999
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Father Steve Adrian
Jackie Cosgrove
Joseph Cullen
Jim Kunz
Tom Landsberger
Allen and Diane Volkenant

SUSTAINER $1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (2)
Gerald and Shirley Bergum
Norbert and Mary Ellen Conzemius Fund
of the Catholic Community Foundation
Mary Kay and Michael Cooney
Jack Ferber
Jean Froehle
Joseph and Christine Garcia
John and Shirley Haney
Herregan Distributors, Inc.
Ken and Mary Herriges
Tom and Cynthia Klecatsky
George and Betty Kronschnabel
Krissy and Doug Lieser
St. Matthew’s Men’s Club
Larry McGough
Anne Cullen Miller
Beverly Murray
Thomas O’Neill
John Posel
Patricia Rolewicz
John and Dorothy Scanlan
Daniel Schadegg
Carol Schreiner
Jerry and Marilyn Sexton

BENEFACTOR $250-$499
Anonymous (2)
Angeline Abbott
Jeffrey Barthe
Theresa Bock
Stephen and Ellen Casey
Pat Clemen
Clement and Molly Commers
JoAnn Danmeier
Shawn E. Doyle
T.J. Doyle
Richard Dunn and Maggie Lee
Jim Gesell
Kathryn Grayson
Gary and Kathy Groettum
Gerard and Mary Gutzmann
Patricia Holmes
David and Mary Hottinger
Thomas Kabesh
Father Kevin Kenney
Sharon Koran
Mary Ann Kosel
Bridget Kramer
Janet Lackner

Paul and Gloria LaManna
George and Carol Lang
Donna McCarthy
Brian and Deborah Miller
Judith Morhar
Christine Ortega
Valeria Pezzani
Mary Ann Roscoe
George W. Schmid
Donna Schneider
Michael and Carol Schneider
Lawrence and Shirley Smith
Sheila Steiner
Russ Sudeith
Karen Thompson
Mary Pat Topritzhofer
Michael Vasterling
Toni Wilburn
Marlene Yarusso

PATRON $100-$249
Anonymous (14)
William and Elizabeth Arend
Marilyn Bach
Elaine Bache
Roberta Barger
Beth Bellon
Mary Bettenburg
Jeffrey Blaschka
James and Denise Bohrer
Mary Sue Brass
Gerald and Louise Breidel
Debra Burgy
James and Joan Callahan
James Casey
Andrew and Jean Clausen
Frances Cook
Joe Crawford
Jon DeLuney
John Ehrenberg
William and Jo Ann Filler
John Frank
Christa Gangl
Jerome and Beth Geis
Joan Tanzer Gennaro
John George
Kathleen Gobeli
Robert and Joan Goggins
James Guldan
Robert Hinze
George and Anita Hottinger
Mick Huntress
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB

SUPPORTER UP TO $99
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COS Families Are
Members of the
Following Parishes

Our Lady of Guadalupe – 30%
St. Matthew’s – 20%
St. Michael’s – 19%
St. John Vianney – 2%
Other Catholic Parish – 15%
Non-Catholic – 13%

Anonymous (11)
Gloria Alt
Francine Anderson
Victoria Baker
Mary Beissel
George Beran
Christine Blissenbach
Karen Bloechl
Corinne Brengman
Joan Brock
Mark and Mary Kay Capecchi
Connie Chesnut
Joann Clemens
Dionisa Coates
Billie D. Conlin
Monsour Construction
Gregory and Cheryl Cosgrove
Craig David
Mark Del Vecchio
Ron and Dorothy Detomaso
Dixie and Gerald Dosch
Crisanto Dubuc
Joan DuFour
Peggy Erickson
Peter Exley
Timothy Flynn
Francis Fried
Thomas and Julie Garcia
Catherine Garvey
Delbert Gerdes
James Gerlach
Michael and Donis Giefer
Donald and Esther Giesel
Sister Betty Gits, CSJ
James Glowaski
Joseph and Carol Gramling
Richard Grant
Nancy Grausam
Peter and Amy Grayson
Christine Hamerski
Patricia Hara
Carol Harding
Jackie Harringer
Dorothy Hawkins
William and Joyce Herzog
Joseph Hinze
Virginia Hirte
Fred and Doris Hohmeister
Sister LaVerne Hudalla, OSB
Jeremy Irlbeck
Mike Jack
Steve Jenkins
Laura Johnson
Donald and Mary Jolly
Robert Joseph
Charlotte Josephson
Roseann Juenemann
Marcella Kaehler
Mary Kaliszewski
Rose Karas
Emily Kessel
Colleen Kisch
Judith Knabe
Connie Knowles
Barbara Kopp
Mark and Laura Kosmicki
Jackie Lackner

Bernard Lancette
Carmella Maher
Jerome and Joan Mandel
Stephen and Teresa McCurdy
Margaret McKane
Katie Miskowic
Doug Moe
James T. Mooney
Frances Mudek
John and Carol Murphy
Barbara Neff
Thomas and Sandy Novitzki
Brigid O’Malley
Joe and Marian Osendorf
3M Company Partners in Education Fund
Elaine Pesek
Layton Peters
Cheryl Peterson
Sheryl Peterson
Cornelius and Joan Pietruszewski
Loretta M. Pietruszewski
Nancy Poechmann
Margarita Probst
Randal Rauchwarter
Brian and Brenda Rembish
Maureen Ridge
Peter and Judith Ries
Duane J. Rivard
Janelle Rohr
Julieanne Rollheiser
Garry and Barb Ruhlmann
Marguerite Sandbeck
Joseph Savard
John and Diane Schowalter
Kathleen Schowalter
Sister Helena Sheridan
Agnes Skelton
Joanne Smith
Robert Smith
Patricia Standing
John Steadman
Thomas Stehr
Bob Stevens
Joe Stevens
Florence Monsieur Stewart
Steven and Julie Stremski
LaDonna Patnode Sullivan
Iva Tereau
Mary Trevis
Dorothy Turcotte-Tait
Judith Valerius
Marlene Vogel
Marcela Wartman
Marian Wolters
Barbara Zimmer

IN HONOR OF
The wonderful Notre Dame nuns
who taught me at St. Matt’s
Father Steve Adrian
Mackenzie and Kaylin Clausen
Sister St. Luke Copeland
Sister Claudette Hudalla, SSND
Sister Laverne Hudalla, OSB
Lannon Family
Tom and Mary McKeown
Donna Meyers
Continued on page 8
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Larry and Sharon Joswiak
Karen Kachel
Thomas Kegler
Thomas and Ruth King
Sister Mary Arthur Kunze, SSND
Christine L’Allier
Tony Lancette
Mary Leibl
Jeff Lemke
Maria Huerta Lopez
Stella Lundquist
John Maeurer
Bill and Mary Martin
David McDonald
Edward and Gloria McEllistrem
John McGuire
Joanne Miller
Lynn Miskowic
Ray Monsour
Michelle Mooney
Darlene Moynagh
Patricia Noble
Timothy and Elizabeth Nowak
Janet Odalen
Ellen Parravano
James and Angela Pirkl
Daniel Quinlan
Margaret Reed
Georgine Roers
Ralph Roubal
Georgianna Saumweber
Christopher Schletty
Thomas Schmidt
Richard Schoenberger
Wayne and Pat Schultz
Linda Sellars
Serra Club of St. Paul
Elizabeth Shaughnessy
Linda Sill
Thomas Skluzacek
Georgene Sorenson
Janice Spear
Steven and Sheila Stai
Christopher Stevens
Anita Sweeney
Barbara Tinucci
Dwaine Troje
Jim Vogel
Lynn Volkenant
Terrance Votel
James Wenker
Peter Willems
Diane Wineman
Kay Wozniczka
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English Language
Learners*

22%
*Students who come
from homes where English
is not the primary
language.

Honor a Loved One with a
Gift in Their Memory
This Christmas, give a gift In Memory of
someone in your life who valued the gift
of Catholic education. One hundred
percent of your donations go to
support tuition assistance for
students at Community of Saints.
All gifts made by December 31, 2016,
will be matched 100% up to $7,500.

O A RE C
OS

Ethnicity

Hispanic – 58%
White – 25%
African American – 11%
Asian – 6%
Native American – 1%

EN TS?

Deceased members of St. Matt’s
Class of 1950
Josephine Joseph App
Charles and Brett Barger
George Becker
Eleanor Bisciglia
George L. Bohrer
Arnold and Susan Brucker
Edward Buckrey
Mike and Rose Campa
Magdalen Corrigan
Francis and Gertrude Cosgrove
Hugh Cosgrove
Patricia Danmeier
Loy Danner ‘54
Ed DeFoe
Edward and Virginia Deziel
Thomas N. Doyle ‘75
Don and Virgie Duffy
Brian Dufour
Don B. Erickson

WH

UD

IN MEMORY OF

Bernard and Marie Ferber
Janice Ferber
Father Charles Froehle
Joe and Carol Gabriel
John Gabriel
Russell M. Gesell
Goin family
James and Mirella (Stehr) Haider
Mary and Chester Haller
Carolyn Anderson Hamblin
John and Elvira Hanson
Louise Heller Heinrich
Lucy Jones
Don Juenemann
Tom Kaliszewski
Joseph Karas, Jr.
Valeria Martin
Mr. and Mrs. E. Thomas McKane
Donald Messerich ‘37
Angie Mulwee
Jane Murphy
Ralph and Jane O’Brien
Carl and Delima Petschauer
Jerome Pietruszewski
Joan A. Pobanski
Charlie Poechmann
William Kenneth Rhode
Mary Riehle
Larry Ryan ‘46
Josette Salah
Dick Schneider
William P. Shaughnessy
Louis and Inez Sitzmann
Theresa Sports
Helen and James Stevens
Pam Stickler
Chuck and Vicky Thomas
Greg Thompson
Robert Tinucci
Alvin and Dorothy Valerius
Ann Marie Walker
Leo and Eileen Walter
Leonard and Catherine Weegman
Bill Yezek
Kathy Zaspel

ST

Katie Miskowic
Michael Mooney
Frank Peters and Family
Jerry Sexton
Marie M. (Wiplinger) Sudeith
Karen (Robinette) Thompson
Tressell Family
Allen and Diane Volkenant
Amanda Weyer

2016 GIVE TO THE MAX DAY
Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth Arend
Ralph and Judy Brown
Marisa Bryan
John Capistrant
Teresa Cismowski
Jean Clausen
Gregory and Cheryl Cosgrove
Jon DeLuney
Maggie Lee and Richard Dunn
Bruce Dunsmore
Kathleen and Michael Eischen
JoEllen Flak
Melinda Frias
Julie Garcia
Luke Garvey
Annie Gettle
Mary Grady
Gerard and Mary Ellen Gutzmann
Pat Hara
Tom and Ruth King
Christopher Kraker
Bridget Kramer
Jim and Mary Kaye Kramer
Matthew Kudwa
Julie Kuzj
Doug and Krissy Lieser
Teresa McCurdy
Terrance McTeague
Lynn Miskowic
Katie Miskowic
Meghan Moore
Jessica Morales
Eileen Norton
Emily Reckinger
Janelle Rohr
Barb Ruhlmann
Ann Schabo
Nancy Papatola Smith
Katie Swor
Laura Tesch
Barbara Tesch
Brad Tressell
Patrick Waldera
Bill and Karen Walter
Robert White
Jim and Carol Yannarelly
Nicholas Yannarelly
Dan Yentes
Rose Youness
Michelle Youness
Michael Youness

“The school is going to
need broad support into
the future because of our
high need for tuition
assistance.”
GARY WILMER,
COS SCHOOL BOARD

WEM Foundation Awards $100,000 to COS

Both A&F&F Fundraising and Grants Needed for Financial Stability

T
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he WEM Foundation, founded by retired Cargill
Mix of Fundraising and Grants Provide
CEO and philanthropist Whitney MacMillan,
Financial Stability
announced that it is giving Community of Saints
To make sure the school has the resources it
an unrestricted grant of $100,000 for each of the next three
needs, COS leadership has deployed a successful
years. Principal Bridget Kramer expects to use a portion
strategy that includes fundraising and actively seeking
of the funds to cover the school’s additional facility costs
new grants.
as it takes full responsibility for maintaining the school
This year, Alums & Friends & Families set a new
building. “It will help us with the transition,”
fundraising record for tuition assistance. With 70%
Ms. Kramer explained. “We’re
of COS students qualifying for
also looking at investments
Free and Reduced Lunch, those
“Community of Saints is a beacon of
that will improve the school
hope on St. Paul’s West Side. The school funds play a critical role in the
property and enhance the
school’s viability.
provides a multi-cultural education
learning experience.”
WEM is one of several
experience that meets the unique needs
The gift from the WEM
foundations
committed to Catholic
and abilities of each student.”
Foundation is one of the
education that have awarded COS
AMY GOLDMAN,
largest made this year to a
with substantial grants this year.
GHR FOUNDATION, CHAIR AND CEO
Catholic elementary school in
Each of the Foundation’s cite the
the Archdiocese. COS is one of
school’s commitment to making a
three Catholic schools to receive
high-quality, Catholic education available to all children,
the award and the first school east of Minneapolis
without allowing tuition to become a barrier.
to ever receive WEM funding.
School principal Bridget Kramer expressed her
gratitude for the WEM Foundation’s gift and believes it
Contributions Still Needed
validates the school’s hard work to establish itself as a
For anyone who thinks their contribution isn’t
leader in serving a diverse community. “WEM views us
needed now because of the WEM Foundation gift, COS
as a good school that could use some extra resources,”
board member Gary Wilmer has a message. “We’re not
she said, pointing out that it was a competitive grant.
on easy street just because we got this grant,” he said.
“We were chosen from among all the nonpublic schools
“The school is going to need broad support into the future
in the Twin Cities, both Catholic and private.”
because of our high need for tuition assistance.”
WEM’s commitment to provide $300,000 over
Before retiring last year, Mr. Wilmer was the assistant
the next three years gives the school a strong financial
superintendent of Catholic education for the diocese. He
foundation. Mr. Wilmer agrees the grant is a major
knows firsthand the financial challenges schools face and
accomplishment but advises against complacency. “We
how important it is for them to think ahead. “It’s really
need to be vigilant and plan for the future,” he stated.
difficult with the cost of running a school,” Mr. Wilmer
“And we need everyone to continue to support the
said. “Most families at COS need significant help with
school as much as possible.”
tuition, which makes the challenge even greater.”

FEATURE story

During Visit, Archbishop Sees School in Action
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n October, students and families at Community of
Saints got treated to a school Mass led by Archbishop
Bernard Hebda. It was the Archbishop’s first visit to
the school.
COS Principal Bridget Kramer had planned to
invite the Archbishop to the school this year, and given
the pending changes with St. Michael’s Church, the time
seemed right.
“We really believe in our mission of serving
children,” explained Ms. Kramer. “We have a diverse
student body, a strong Catholic identity and we wanted
the Archbishop to see that for himself.”
The Archbishop seemed to revel in the opportunity
to engage with the students. During the homily, he
walked up and down the church aisles, telling the
children about how Pope John XXIII had been called to
serve God. Then he asked students what they think God
is calling them to do. As hands shot up, the Archbishop
called on students who gave answers ranging from
doctor to hairdresser, football player to architect. He
praised all the responses and went on to say how blessed
we all are to have a school that prepares students so well
for their future.

Impressed by Math Class that Sings
After Mass, the Archbishop met with the principal,
who took him on a tour of the school. At one point, after
dropping into the third grade math class, the Archbishop
asked students to do a math problem. When it came
time for the students to round the answer, the teacher
reminded them to sing the rounding song. “It’s a rap and
all the students were singing and dancing, clearly having
a great time,” Ms. Kramer said with a smile. “When they

were done, the Archbishop asked them to sing it again so
he could record it on his phone. He said he’d never seen
a math class where students also got to sing and dance.”
The Archbishop later shared the video with Ms. Kramer,
who posted it on the school’s Facebook page.
Ms. Kramer admits she was a little nervous about
meeting the Archbishop but once they began walking
around the school, she felt very confident. “He got to see
how excellent our teachers are, what a positive climate
we have and how we’re helping students reach their
academic potential,” explained Ms. Kramer. “We also
talked with him about what we’ve done to get to this
point, and all the partners who’ve helped us.”

Engaging Young Minds
The Archbishop listened more than he spoke but
he praised the school for its accomplishments. “We need
to do all we can to help develop the gifts and potential
of each child,” he said. “Community of Saints has clearly
found a way to do that by engaging young minds.”
“The Archbishop has such good energy,”
Ms. Kramer said. “He is committed to the students and
he supports our efforts to provide a quality Catholic
education to children regardless of their family’s ability
to pay. We’re very excited about his leadership.”
Ms. Kramer also appreciates the Archdiocese’s
commitment to consult with the school as it makes
decisions concerning St. Michael’s Church. “We’ve
received strong support from the Archdiocese’s
leadership and it’s clear that our school is valued,”
observed Ms. Kramer. “They see the importance of us
staying where we are and serving this community.
That’s a good thing for our families.”

SCHOOL news

Students Add Service to Annual School Fundraiser

E

Thinking about Other People’s Needs
A big part of the process was deciding what to do.
Students in grades K-8 were asked to come up with
some ideas for projects, talk them over and then vote.
Projects included picking up trash, raking leaves,
writing letters to veterans and sending thank-you
cards to police officers.
“The kids had good conversations,” Ms. Novack
commented. “It really got them to think about other

3rd grade class wrote letters and gave treat bags to police
officers. Here they are holding hand prints for officers to
put on their lockers and high-5 as they go out on duty.

people’s needs and pushed
them to come up with specific
ways the students could help.”

Simple Things Can
Make a Difference
The 1st and 5th grade
students partnered to make
Halloween cards for Meals on
Wheels recipients. “I think the
importance of what they were
doing really sank in when the
woman who runs the program
came to pick up the cards and
thanked the class in person,”
said 1st grade teacher Sue
Maher. “She explained how
some people are very lonely
Kindergartners
and a simple thing like a
partnered with their
card can really make their
8th grade buddies
day better.”
to go out and
Their teacher believes
pick up trash.
the experience gave the
1st graders a strong sense of pride and helped them
see that even though they’re young, they can make a
difference in someone’s life. The students plan to
continue to volunteer with Meals on Wheels throughout
the school year.
And that’s the whole point, explained principal,
Bridget Kramer. “Service to others is a huge part of the
Catholic tradition,” she pointed out. “Through service,
our students learn how to apply religion in a productive
and helpful way. They live out our mission when they
serve the community.”

8th graders raked leaves and did yardwork for neighbors
who needed help.
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very fall, Community of Saints (COS) students
participate in the Minnesota Marathon for
Nonpublic Education. Over the course of several
weeks, students seek sponsors for a walk-a-thon to raise
money for the school. Last year, students brought in
enough donations to replace the school’s aging
playground equipment. Money
raised in 2016 will go toward
the purchase of 30 new
Google Chromebooks.
This year, in addition
to fundraising, COS students
made community service a part
of the event. During the month
of October, each class completed
a service project that would
benefit their immediate
neighborhood. Assistant
Principal Athena Novack
1st grade students make explained the change. “With the
Halloween Cards for people
Marathon, we’re asking people
who receive Meals on Wheels.
for money to help us. So why
not go out and help others?” she asked. “It’s a way the
kids can pay it forward.”
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SPONSORSHIP

opportunities

This issue of The Good News is supported in part by:

Businesses and organizations
are invited to help sponsor
The Good News and support
Alums & Friends & Families’
efforts to raise funds for tuition
assistance. Sponsorship helps
us achieve our goal of making a
high quality, Catholic education
available to all families in our
community, regardless of their
ability to afford tuition.
If you’d like more information
about sponsorship, please
contact Doug Lieser at
DLieser@communityofsaints.
org or call 651-457-2510.
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